
Finger Print Analysis

The Box Cutter

1. List the visualization techniques that could be used to process the item for fi ngerprints.

 Write your answer below:

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

2. The Fingerprint Specialist processed the box cutter and found it spotless! (Negative for the 
presence of prints.) Before writing his fi nal report and resealing the piece of evidence, the 
Specialist reviewed his analysis and fi ndings with his Supervisor.

 Upon his Supervisor’s suggestion, the Fingerprint Specialist processed the _______________ of 
the box cutter and discovered what appeared to be a well-defi ned thumbprint.

 Where do you think the Fingerprint Specialist discovered the fi ngerprint?

 Write your answer below:

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

A Probationary Fingerprint Specialist working for the “Identifi cation Unit” of a state Crime lab has 
received the following piece of evidence (a box cutter) for analysis.

Do Now!
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Finger Print Analysis

The Box Cutter

1. List the visualization techniques that could be used to process the item for fi ngerprints.

 Write your answer below:

 Black powder dusting or Cyanoacrylate fuming __________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________

2. The Fingerprint Specialist processed the box cutter and found it spotless! (Negative for the 
presence of prints.) Before writing his fi nal report and resealing the piece of evidence, the 
Specialist reviewed his analysis and fi ndings with his Supervisor.

 Upon his Supervisor’s suggestion, the Fingerprint Specialist processed the     blade   of the box 
cutter and discovered what appeared to be a well-defi ned thumbprint.

 Where do you think the Fingerprint Specialist discovered the fi ngerprint?

 Write your answer below:

 The portion of the blade that was inside the box cutter (see below). _______________

 (It appears that the individual who used the box cutter was clever enough to wipe __

 his/her prints from the outside of the cutter but forgot about the inside!)___________

 Fingerprint

Introduction:

A Probationary Fingerprint Specialist working for the “Identifi cation Unit” of a state Crime lab has 
received the following piece of evidence (a box cutter) for analysis.

Do Now!
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